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a neurosis through the spectacles of a professional bias could
come to regard it as a work of art. But it would never
occur to a thinking lay mind to confound art with a morbid
phenomenon, in spite of the undeniable fact that the origin
of a work of art must confess to similar psychological pre-
conditions as a neurosis. This is only natural, since certain
psychic preconditions are universally present, and further-
more, because of the relative similarity of human conditions
of life these are constantly the same, whether in the case of
a nervous intellectual, a poet, or a normal human being.
All, doubtless, have had parents, all have a so-called father
and mother-complex, all have the onus of sexuality and,
therewith, certain general and typical human difficulties.
That one poet is influenced more by the relation to the father,
another by the tie to the mother, while a third reveals un-
mistakable traces of repressed sexuality in his -works—all
this can be said equally well not only of every neurotic, but
also of every normal human being. Hence nothing specific
is thereby gained for the judgment of a work of art. At
most our knowledge of the historic preconditions will have
been somewhat broadened and deepened. The school of
medical psychology inaugurated by Freud has certainly
tended to inspire the literary historian to bring certain
qualities of the individual work of art into relation with the
personal and intimate life of the poet. But in so doing nothing
more has been said than what the scientific treatment of
poetic works had long since revealed, namely, the presence
of certain threads, woven by the personal and intimate life
of the poet—whether with or without conscious intention-^
into the fabric of his work. But the works of Freud may
conceivably enable a more penetrating and exhaustive
demonstration of these influences, reaching back even as
far as earliest childhood, that so often affect the artistic
creation.
When employed with taste and common sense, such
treatment often provides an attractive general picture of

